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Body 


There are three outstanding changes in the recently repaired - following the decline into minority - federal Liberal 
cabinet. The first has to do with Chrystia Freeland - now plenipotentiary, right hand of the king, the human Swiss 
Army knife of the Trudeau cabinet. Then there is the creation of the enigmatic (more below) Minister of Middle 
Class Prosperity (Mona Fortier), the purpose of which is yet beyond the ken of the most ardent clairvoyant. And 
finally, to my mind, the most startling move, Catherine McKenna, alarm siren for the imminent ecopocalypse, to 
Minister of Infrastructure, a portfolio with ramping up carbon emissions tethered to its DNA. 


I've felt from the first that tacking "and Climate Change" to the Environment portfolio was a trifle brazen. The climate 
of the world, even the weather if you like, is not something even the most bustling minister can be in charge of. 


In the infancy of humanity, the Greeks and the Norse may have been comfortable with the notion of gods who could 
summon the winds, harness the thunderbolt, call up the sea, and generally command Nature in everything from 
tempest to halcyon calm. When the Greeks themselves wanted some change in the forecast it came with a price. 
Iphigenia (lovely name) was put to the blade by her warrior father to earn a favourable wind for his fleet. 


Liberal MPs Anita Anand, top left, and Chrystia Freeland look on as Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks following 
the swearing-in of the new cabinet at Rideau Hall in Ottawa on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. 


Thankfully, mankind, save for Green delusionists, have graduated from that grim recipe. Now if we want a change 
in the wind, or lower temperatures, we have the more humane and magical carbon tax. 


Nonetheless McKenna took fervidly to that presumptuous role, and on some occasions, she stood as when next to 
Justin as Superman, caped herself as The Climate Crusader, seemed to believe indeed that her writ extended to 
the air above and the waters below. But to be fair that was at a point in the Trudeauvian progress when capes and 
costumes were as popular as lollipops, i.e.b.i. (that is, before India). 


Surely the descent from Minister of Climate Change to Minister of Infrastructure must be startling and a shock, as 
there is about it of a bishop being removed from the holy arches of his basilica and transferred to the impious 
chambers of a cathouse. She has gone from Minister of Build You Can't, to overseer of Build We Must. Now her 
charge is massive sewer systems, highway construction projects, housing developments, airport extensions, even 
dear me - eek! - pipelines. All mighty in their gluttonous energy appetite; all calling for the mastodons of big 
construction - the big-diggers, backhoes and D-11 bulldozers, Euclid trucks and super cranes. These monsters 
could suck Alberta dry in a week and doom the Maldives to go under the waves in less time. 


The Infrastructure portfolio is Black Friday and Christmas together for carbon emissions; Minister for Climate 
Change was Lent and Ramadan. 
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For Ms. McKenna this had to be, to use a term from another context, transitioning with a vengeance, and if it does 
not get a How Dare You from grim Greta, | am a simian's uncle. (I shall regret this line.) 


Next, the Minister of Middle Class Prosperity is the brightest, even most challenging of the new cabinet baubles. 
The wording, the title, of the portfolio is desperately ambiguous. Is this post aspirational or cautionary? Is the 
minister charged with achieving prosperity for the venerated middle class, or - perhaps more plausible - making 
sure the middle class’ dive into prosperity doesn't get out of hand? Can't have them crowding the sublime one per 
cent. 


Justin Trudeau, Canada's prime minister, front center left, sits for a photograph with the new liberal cabinet 
following a swearing in ceremony at Rideau Hall in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019. 


What programs will service it? Reduced fares for middle class folks attending revivals of Cats or free tickets for 
Come From Away? Prior notice of upscale IKEA offerings? Subsidies on the second Prius or (hallelujah) the first 
Tesla? Free entry to seminars on the Handmaid's Tale? The middle class' yearning for edification does not come 
cheaply, and edification is an index of prosperity. 


Finally, top of the list of changes is Chrystia Freeland, who is now Deputy Prime Minister (a role in the first term, as 
Jeeves to lovable Bertie, performed effortlessly, without the title, by Gerald Butts); also Minister of 
Intergovernmental Affairs (a.k.a. facing down the formidable champions of the West, Jason Kenney and Scott Moe); 
and her retaining the lead in the potentially troublous free trade agreement. 


An older nomenclature would have termed her co-regent, though in the current Liberal atmosphere who is the "co" 
and who is the "regent?" But | detour. 


Ms. Freeland's is a very full platter, but severely reduces the toils of the highest office, the prime ministership, which 
is a good thing. It also secures that stress reduction trips for Mr. Trudeau to the wide beaches of Tofino or the white 
slopes of Whistler, may more frequently enter his daily diary with little fear of cancellation due to official business. 
Ad persons call this in their deplorable argot a Win-Win. 


So there you have it, wild change (McKenna), enigma (Fortier) and accelerated advancement (Freeland). There are 
movies less gripping than Mr. Trudeau's artful cabinetry. 
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